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SUMMIT REGISTRATION

Registration for the summit will open at 12.35pm. There will be hot soup available as well as
hot drinks. You'll be signing up to your sessions, so please have an idea of which sessions you'd

like to attend. We will start directly at 1pm so please arrive in time to get registered!

VENUE INFORMATION

We are using two spaces within the Garnethill Multicultural Centre on 21 Rose Street. 

Subway to Cowcaddens - 5 minute walk 

Bus to Renfrew Street: 23, 38, 4, 500, 60A, 75, X19, XP21

Parking: limited street parking available nearby, Cambridge St car park nearby

Unfortunately the Main Hall is not wheelchair accessible. Please contact us at
glasgowagainstclosures@gmail.com with the details of any accessibility requirements you

have. 

https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/23/28753387/4690540/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/38/28753390/4691463/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/4/59009582/5745925/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/500/65995703/5941524/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/60A/75586425/6127375/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/75/65995715/5941546/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/X19/59163994/5761487/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
https://moovitapp.com/scotland-402/lines/XP21/28753478/5745832/en-gb?ref=1&poiType=ehsite&abTest=Test_Banner_Animated_Routes_second_test_POI&customerId=4908&af_sub8=%2Findex%2Fen-gb%2Fpublic_transportation-Renfrew_Street_Glasgow-Scotland-site_39804476-402
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

12.35pm - 1pm
Arrival and registration, with hot soup!

1pm - 2pm
Opening plenary session with Glasgow Against Closures

Glasgow's Bread and Roses
A session on Glasgow's Cultural History
with the Friends of the People's Palace

Winter Gardens and Glasgow Green

2PM - 3pm

OR
Glasgow Entrusted

A session on community ownership
with the Govanhill Baths Community

Trust

3PM - 3.30pm
Break - coffee and other drinks provided

Glasgow Fights Back
A session on cuts to Glasgow's services
and funding with Unison Glasgow City

Branch

3.30PM - 4.30pm

OR
Glasgow (Re)Governed

A session on local and alternative
democracy with the People's Plan for

Glasgow

4.30pm - 5.20pm
Closing rally and calls to action with campaigners from Glasgow Against Closures, the

Scottish Trades Union Congress, GMB Union, and Power to the People!
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OPENING PLENARY
WITH GLASGOW AGAINST CLOSURES

1PM - 2PM  MAIN HALL

Brian Smith (he/him) is a socialist activist living in Castlemilk. He is the Unison Branch
Secretary in Glasgow. The Branch has a long history of supporting and working with
community campaigners in the fight against cuts in council services and closures. 

Colin McGeoch (he/him) has been a key member of Glasgow Against Closures since its
formation in June 2021 and works closely with issues surrounding libraries, asset transfers and

community 'engagement'. He is also a member of Whiteinch Community Council. 

Introduced and chaired by Fatima Uygun (she/her), key campaigner from Glasgow Against
Closures. Fatima has played an intrinsic role in the organisation and development of the

campaign since June 2021, aided by 30 years experience as a community organiser.

Glasgow Against Closures is pleased to welcome you to our Summit on Ownership and
Democracy! This plenary meeting is designed to give an introduction to the Glasgow Against
Closures campaign and community, and set up the core themes and issues we’ll be exploring
in the Summit.  We'll then open up the meeting to questions and discussion from the floor! 

Karen Love (she/her) and Judith Parsons (she/her) are community activists who are currently
on the front lines of the struggle to save Ruchill Community Centre and the services it

provides. They are joining us straight from the Saturday gathering outside Ruchill!
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GLASGOW BREAD AND ROSES
A SESSION ON GLASGOW'S CULTURAL HISTORY

This session will give a quick overview of Glasgow’s cultural history, what it is and how it is
treated by Glasgow Life. The emphasis will be on material culture and the visual arts.

Please help us formulate the needs for Glasgow’s cultural survival.

What are we to make of the activities of the Repatriation and Spoliation of Artefacts Working
Group in Glasgow City Council, and will these extend to returning the artefacts removed from
the People’s Palace and stripped of their Glasgow context? Are we fated to have our culture

monetised and must we always be pleading for Bread and Roses?

Do the Glasgow School of Art fires, 2014 and 2018 mirror the tragedy of the loss of the Foulis
Academy and Press some 240 years earlier, in the 1770s?

We will look at how and when Glasgow, City of Culture 1990, adopted the culture of capitalism.
Did this start with the opening of the Burrell in 1983, the acceptance of the Burrell Collection
in 1944 or the election of Burrell as a city councillor in 1891? Or does it date to the acceptance

of the picture bequest of fellow Tory councillor Archibald McLellan in 1854?

2PM - 3PM  MAIN HALL



GLASGOW BREAD AND ROSES
A SESSION ON GLASGOW'S CULTURAL HISTORY

Elspeth King (she/her) is a museum curator to trade. Curator of People’s Palace, 1974-1991,
Director Dunfermline Heritage, 1991-4, Director Stirling Smith 1994-2018.



Elspeth has been fighting for the People’s Palace and civic acknowledgement of Glasgow’s

material culture since 1974. She has been the chairperson of the Friends of the People’s
Palace, Winter Gardens and Glasgow Green since 2018. 

This session will be led by Elspeth King

Paula Larkin (she/her) is an activist and archivist to several Glasgow archives, including
Govanhill Baths, Spirit of Revolt, Archives of Dissent and the Janey Buchan Political Song

Collection. 



She is an organiser for a number of working groups and is a committee member of the
Friends of the People’s Palace, Winter Gardens and Glasgow Green.

This session will be chaired by Paula Larkin

2PM - 3PM  MAIN HALL
SPEAKER NOTES

mail@friendsofppwggg.org.uk www.friendsofppwggg.org.uk/

Friends of People's Palace, Winter Gardens & Glasgow Green

Learn more, and find out how TO support the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLES PALACE + GLASGOW GREEN:
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mailto:mail@friendsofppwggg.org.uk
https://www.friendsofppwggg.org.uk/
mailto:mail@friendsofppwggg.org.uk
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The potential offloading of the venues through the People Make Glasgow Communities
scheme is part of a long-term land & property strategy to reduce the council’s assets to raise

money for more “high quality” investments in commercialised assets.

This session will be particularly useful for those representing a venue faced with an asset
transfer, but all are welcome to join us and share your insights!

What do the realities of community ownership look like in this city? 
What are the benefits? What are the challenges?

This session with organisers from the Govanhill Baths Community Trust will explore these
questions and more as they describe the rollercoaster journey of the Baths, the long

campaign to keep them open, and life as a Community Trust in Glasgow.

These Community Asset Transfers claim to celebrate Glaswegians agency by anchoring power
over these venues within communities. In reality, they are often used to delegate

responsibility for funding, fixing and running venues and services onto community groups.

The continued closure of Glasgow Life venues is a cost-cutting exercise by Glasgow City
Council and is a choice, not a necessity.

2PM - 3PM 
LOWER HALL

GLASGOW ENTRUSTED
A SESSION ON COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP



Alex (she/her) is the chair of Govanhill Baths Community Trust.  Alex has an interest in the
ways we can recognise, engage with and challenge the systems which shape communities.

She has explored this through her creative practice, study of city planning, activism and
working in active travel infrastructure and planning for place.  

She has been involved with the campaign to save Govanhill Baths for over 15 years and
recently wrote her planning dissertation on the Baths as a case study in spatial justice.

This session will be led by Alex Wilde

2PM - 3PM LOWER HALLGLASGOW ENTRUSTED
A SESSION ON COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP SPEAKER NOTES

Fatima (she/her) has been an anti racist and community activist for over 30 years.
Fatima was one of the original organisers of the Govanhill Baths occupation, the longest of
its kind in UK British history. She is Trust Manager of Govanhill Baths Community Trust, as

well as, a Trustee of Govanhill Baths Community Benefit Society. Since 2019 she has been the
Treasurer of Romano Lav, a Roma Rights Charity and the Chair of The Pollokshields Trust, a

community anchor organisation based in East Pollokshields. 

This session will be chaired by Fatima Uygun

info@govanhillbaths.com

 www.govanhillbaths.com

Learn more, and find out how you can support the govanhill baths community TRUST: 
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mailto:info@govanhillbaths.com
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GLASGOW FIGHTS BACK
A SESSION ON CUTS TO SERVICES + FUNDING

This has led to dramatic cuts in public services, disguised as economically sound
developments, such as the privatisation of Glasgow’s bus services and the delegation of

council duties, such as the maintenance of our cities venues and services provided there, to
‘ALEOs’ - ‘arms-length organisations’ such as Glasgow Life.

This session, delivered by members of Unison Glasgow City Branch, will explore the history
and effects of these cuts to services and funding and begin to examine the broader decision-

making behind them. Critically, we will begin to identify key strategies for fighting back!

Glasgow Against Closures, along with Trade Unions including Unison Scotland, have been
fighting to support those who fall on the sharp end of these cuts - the workers who staff the

venues, the service users who populate them, and communities who rely on them for a
common shared space. 

Glasgow City Council is the 5th most indebted council in the UK, including vast sums owed to
the PFI Consortium and the highest LOBO debt of any council in the whole of the UK. On top

of this, the council has received the highest reduction of funding from the Scottish
government, totalling at £270 less per head from 2014 to 2020. 

3.30PM - 4.30PM 
MAIN HALL



This session will be led by Lyn Marie O'Hara

Lyn Marie (she/her) is is the vice chair of Unison's Glasgow city branch. She is a member of
Unisons National Executive Council, where she represents low paid women. She is a frontline

activist in the branch campaigning on equal pay and cuts to services.  



Lyn Marie won the TUC Organising Award in 2019 for her work on the Equal Pay Strike in
October 2018, following 11 years of campaigning. 

3.30PM - 4.30PM  MAIN HALL
SPEAKER NOTES

Angela (she/her) is an organiser working for Unison Scotland. She has been involved with
Glasgow Against Closures since 2021, including helping to mobilise union support and

identifying areas for cross-campaigning. 



 Angela is a lifelong community and public services campaigner and has previously worked
as a union steward. 

This session will be chaired by Angela Bretherton

GLASGOW FIGHTS BACK
A SESSION ON CUTS TO SERVICES + FUNDING

enquiries@glasgowcityunison.co.uk

www.glasgowcityunison.co.uk

Learn more, and find out how you can join or support THE UNISON GLASGOW CITY BRANCH:

0141  552 7069
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GLASGOW (RE)GOVERNED
A SESSION ON ALTERNATIVE DEMOCRACIES

This session will explore Glasgow's troubled relationship with current forms of democracy
and governance,  and introduce ideas and activities for working together in new ways for

democratic gains in the city.

We welcome anyone who cares about the peaceful, sustainable democratic future of the
city to join us for this session.

This session is being facilitated by members of the SANE (Solidarity Against Neoliberal
Extremism) Collective. SANE is one of the driving forces behind the People’s Plan for

Glasgow, a platform dedicated to exploring an alternative democratic future for Glasgow
based on social and ecological justice.

Through examining Glasgow’s democratic deficit and alternative democracies being
trialled and enacted in cities throughout Europe, we will collectively explore the potential
for new democratic possibilities for Glasgow and gather insights on how the people of this

city want to be governed. 

What has the Glasgow Against Closures campaign taught us about the ways that local
democracy works in this city? 

3.30PM - 4.30PM 
LOWER HALL



3.30PM - 4.30PM LOWER HALLGLASGOW (RE)GOVERNED
A SESSION ON ALTERNATIVE DEMOCRACIES

Mark is an active and founding member of the SANE (Solidarity Against Neoliberal
Extremism) Collective and People's Plan for Glasgow. He has been working to challenge the
neoliberal direction of policy in Glasgow since 2016. Mark works as a lecturer in Community

Education at the University of the West of Scotland.



Mark is also an active member of North United Communities, Scottish Medact, White Ribbon
Scotland and the Glasgow Eco-Trust.   

This session will be facilitated by Mark Langdon

Iona is the Development Coordinator for the SANE Collective and People's Plan for Glasgow.
In this role she has been working alongside Glasgow Against Closures to help progress

events and campaigns since summer 2021, and is currently undertaking a research project
around the relationships between activism and local governance. 

Iona also works closely with the Scottish peace movement, taking an active role within
Scottish CND, Peace Education Scotland, Secure Scotland and the Faslane Peace Camp. 

This session will be facilitated by Iona Soper

 sanecollectiveglasgow@gmail.com

 www.sanecollectiveglasgow.org 

peoplesplanglasgow@gmail.com

 www.peoplesplanforglasgow.org 

Learn more, and find out how you can join or support the SANE Collective and Peoples Plan:

SPEAKER NOTES
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CLOSING RALLY
AND CALLS TO ACTION!

4.30PM - 5.20PM
MAIN HALL

Introduced and chaired by Jim Monaghan (he/him) from Glasgow Against Closures. Jim is a
community activist and poet based in Govanhill. He was a Labour community organiser under

Jeremy Corbyn, and is Director of Roma Rights charity Romano Law.

Chris Mitchell (he/him) is the convenor of the GMB Union Glasgow City Council Branch. Chris
spearheaded the campaign for improved pay and conditions for the city's cleansing workers in

2021, including the 'bin-strikes' during the lead up to COP26.

Roz Foyer (she/her) is the General Secretary of the Scottish Trade Union Congress. She has
over twenty-five years’ experience in the trade union movement as an activist, organiser,

strategist and  co-ordinator. 

This rally is really a space to platform calls to action from campaigns across the city.
Participants should leave with a diversity of ideas about the actions they can take to combat

the problems facing our city and our communities.

Alison Campbell-Glass (she/her) is joining us from Power to the People Glasgow.  The
campaign to 'freeze energy prices, not people', has been growing steadily in the city this year,

calling for a publicly owned and operated energy supply. 



We will be circulating the notes from speakers and attendees of the sessions after the
Summit. Please feel free to share these with friends who were unable to join us!

WHAT'S NEXT?

Following the summit we will be hosting an an informal social event in the events space
downstairs at MacConnells Bar on 335 Hope Street, roughly a 7 minute walk from the summit.

All attendees are warmly invited to join us to digest and discuss the contents of the day.

If you have any questions about the event, if you'd like more information about one of the
sessions or you'd like to get in touch with one of our speakers or organisers, please contact

Glasgow Against Closures at glasgowagainstclosures@gmail.com 

We will be circulating an online feedback form after the summit. Please fill this out honestly
to empower us to improve on the experience at our future events!
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